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First Date

Trme: Evening in spring of the present.

Scene is laid in the living room of the Gillespie family,
with furnishings of a middle class home. Door
Right is entrance to home, door back Center is
exit to bedrooms and door Left is exit to kitchen.

At Curtain, PETER GULLESPIE is seated Left Center in
an easy chair reading a newspaper. ANN-looks in
from arch Left. She is wearing an apron and dry-
ing a dish. o o

ANN. Peter, you'd better put on a tie and tidy your-
self up a bit. Louise’s young man will be here soon and
you don’t want to look sloppy. )

Perer. What's the matter with the way I look now?

Axn. T don’t have to tell you—you're just being
stubborn and I definitely do not feel like arguing with
you tonight. - o

Perer. OK, OK; but when T was single and calling at
a girl’s home, I thought 1 was. supposed-to .make the
impression, not the girl’s family.

- A¥N.And didn’t you notice whether they were neat
or not?

PeTER. 1 was too nervous.

ANN. And after you got over being nervous?

PETER. [——well—I got interested in another girl and
went to her home and got nervous all over again.

ANN. Oh, you! I can never out-argue you.

Peter. But you still win %49.% argument.

FIRST DATE y

ANN. (Firmly) Don't argue with me any more—go
right upstairs and make yourself presentable.
(PETER mumbles.)
‘What did you say? . g
Peter. I said a man can’t rest in his own home. I work

from the battle, expecting to be treated with a little
respect and love, hoping only for some peace and quiet
while I lick my wounds and recover my strength for the
next day’s fight, I find I have to dress up -for some fgol

kid. that's-geingto”take out_my daughter. on_ her first
a,w..ww.kZo wonder the saloons are doing such a good
“buisifiéss: A man is driven there for some relaxation.

ANN. You talk as though we were asking you to put
on a full dress suit when all we want you to do is put on
a fresh shirt and a tie. Please, Peter, don’t make such a
big fuss over nothing at all. It won't hurt you to dress
up once in a while. You never dress for work, And on
Sundays as soon as you're back from church your coat
and tie are off and you're slouched in that chair reading.
(Sighing) You look so handsome dressed up, too.

PeTER. (Giing up) Alright, alright, just to keep
peace in the family T'll dress like a.@dude and make
Louise’s boy-friend think I’'m someore I am not.
(PETER leaves Center to bedroom.)

(ANN streightens out the room a Liftle. LoUIsE, sweet,
saucy and seventeen, enters from Center door.)

Loutse. Mother, will you please button me up?
.smzz. Of course, darling, You look very pretty to-
night. : - T
Louise. Thanks, Mom. Do you think Jimmy will like
this dress?
ANN. T should hope so, if he has any taste at all.
Louise. Well, don’t you think he had taste when he
chose me for his date? This is a very important dance,
you know, .

“
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10 FIRST DATE

fix myself a drink. Louise, you mind what your mother
tells you. . . : o
 LouisE. (On brink of tears) Dad, you still think I'm
a little child.

PeTER. Not at all. T just noticed you aren’t. (Exiis
Left, agitated.)

Loutse. Whar's Dad getting so excited about? He's
getting me all upset and I'm trying to be calm and col-
lected for the date.

ANN. (Soothingly) Don’t mind Father, Louise. He's
only thinking of you and doesn’t know how to say it
right.

wH.oGHmm. He certainly said nothing I could under-
stand.

ANN. (Trying) I¥s—I—it's a hard thing. I mean
you just can’t— I mean—well—. ]

Louise. (Sharply} Mother, don’t you go upsetting
me, {oo.

ANN. I'm sorry, dear. What your father was trying
to say was that you're pretty and if Jimmy is not a
gentleman he might be tempted to get fresh and take,
or rather try to take liberties with you, because I'm sure

you would tolerate nothing of the sort. We've fried our
best to bring you p right and the sistegs at St. Johns
have taught you what’s right and wrong and from now
on you have to apply what you were taught in regards
to social conduct. A good girl does not allow herself to
get into places or with people leading into temptation.
T want you to have a good time and enjoy yourself,
darling, but you can do that without resorting to neck-
ing or that sort of thing. o
Louise. Mother, I do believe you're as old-fashioned
as Father. . :
AnnN, Louiset

Louise! (Teasing) What's wrong with a kiss?"

AxN, Louise! T hope you don’t make a practice of

kissing every Tom, Umnw and Harry!

Lovise. (Stll teasing) Of course not, Mother. I'm
fussy whom [ kiss.

FIRST DATE Ir

ANN, Louise, you shock me! .

Louise. (Seriously) Don’t you want me to kiss any-
one? Is it-a sin to let a-boy kiss you?

ANN, It isn't that it’s a sin to let a boy kiss you, but
one kiss leads to another and then another and in the
long run there is the temptation to go further as kisses
lose their novelty.

Louisk. (Annoyed) In other words, I might as well
be a nun and go live in a cloister.

ANN, I don't mean that and you know it. I'm sure
you're a perfect lady and I have all the confidence in
the world in your good judgment, but I'm trying to
impress you with the fact that you cannot be too careful.
If you don’t play with fire you don't get burned. That’s
why your father is worried-——for-yoursike, T know all
these things from experience, :

Louisk. (Prefending to be shocked} Oh, Mother!

Ann. Don’t get fresh, now. Pay attention,

Lourse. Have no fears, Mother. Ten minutes after
I die people will start a petition to have me canonized.

ANN, I'm sure they will. Now you go upstairs and
wait for Jimmy there. Never wait for a date down-
stairs. It might give him the idea you are anxious to
go out -‘with him and we women can't let a man think
that, .

Lovise. OK, Mom. Give me a call when you want
me to come down. (Leaves through Center door.)

ANN. (Loudly) Peter, .

Perer. (Offstage) Yes, Ann, coming. (Enters with
two glasses. Gives one to ANN.) Something to steady
your nerve.

(They BoTH sit; he in easy chair, she Center.)

ANN. Why do young people always think parents are

old-fashioned ? Don't they understand we'te made of

the same materials, the same desires, the same aches, the
same passions ? But, T guess I felt the same way towards
my father and mother, ‘ :
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14 FIRST DATE \

spy story. Magazine means “OK”—newspaper means

“ne.’
(She goes to door Right and admits wﬂ,ﬂﬁw Mor-

- ELLI, PETER sits at easy chair with newspaper at
his right hand and a magazine rack at his left. He
touches a magazine and nods, touches o newspoper
and shakes his head to memorize the sign.)

Come in, please.

HSBDW (Walking into room @ few steps) Good eve-
ning. I'm Jimmy Morelli and Louise is supposed to go
to the Sports Dance with me.

ANN. Good evening, Jimmy. Louise will be ready
soon. Will you sit down? This is Mr, Gillespie. This is
Jimmy Morelli, dear.

(Jmamy walks over to PETER, who rises and shakes
hands with him, and then Q@@ Borm sit, JimMy in
chair Left of easy chair facing Humn.mwv

Perer. Glad to meet you, Jimmy. Would you like a
drink of wine?

Jimmy. (Obviously nervous) No, thank you, sir.

PerER. Do you drink at all, EBE%v

JiMumy, T drink a glass of beer once in a while. But
T'd rather nof, just now, thank you.

PeTER. ( ﬂn@ﬁo on magazine}. You're wnﬁnn off
that-way, Jimmy. 1 Eumonmﬁmsm you play football for
Central High, :

Jimmy. Yes, sir. Halfback.

Prrer. Like sports, do you?

Jmamy. (Brightens) Yes, sir. Very much. mmwao_&@.
vwmm_umz

PeTER. Nothing like the feel of a moom _umﬂ hitting a
fast ball solid, is there?

Jimmy. No, sir! That’s a thrill that’s hard to beat,

(Quiet @ few moments as mnw._w thinks of .wd:@&?:n 3
say

FIRST DATE 15

~PETER. You like dancing, too, Jimmy? . _
_QSEE Yes, sir; But I'm: afraid I'm ﬂoa Bﬁn_u of a
fast dancer, just slow numbers. - .

ANN. (Who -has. sat in. chair ﬁ.m:_..mﬁ 1 .Em». love
waltzes,

+ PETER, Me for a¢ w&wu. Lots of mawmﬁn

ANN. You're not that young any more, Peter,

PereR. There's still a few corpuscles left in me. But
I guess a polka does leave me a bit:winded lately:.

Jivmny, You don't look that old, Mr. Gillespie.

PerER. {Flattered} 1 keep well, but when you run a
butcher shop for over thirty years, wait on fussy women
and listen to their troubles ten or twelve hours a day,
six days:a week, you're not what you used to be. Don’t
be a butcher, .?dE% By ﬁrm way, s&ﬁn &o you want
to be after mnwooav :

JiMumy. I'm going to no:n@m Hﬁn m_zmm?m I got an
athletic scholarship at Kingland College.and I'm.going

ﬁowg@mmuonﬁwﬁrnmelwmmmwﬂnnmmwanEmbmmmEQH
believe there’s a good future in it,

PeTER. Glad to hear that. Nothing like a college edu-
cation to give a2 man a good start in life. (He reaches
for @ magazine and is pulling it out of the rack until he
hears JIMMY'S answer.)

Jiumy, It’s a co-ed schoo, too, so it's not all 29.#

\.

¢ (PETER drops the magazine back in %E ﬁan_m. )

ANN. (Interposing) But you won't have time for
social activities, will you, Jimmy, with all the studying
you have to do? ?

Jrmmy. No, ma’am, But it’s nice to look forward to
a dance or a wqu every couple of months so you can
forget studying for a little while at least, I like sports,
but even that gets monotonous when you do it day after
day. I don’t mind studying vﬁ. Ilike a vammw in the
routine now and then.

PerER. Well, that’s a litile émw. off, ua_n ﬂ D:R» } Are
you going to work this summer? . - -
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FIRST DATE
PROPERTIES

lounge

Two small end tables

wood chairs

upholstered easy chair |
hassock

book shelf with books

table lamp

fioor lamp

newspaper

magazine rack with magazines

Several paintings hung on walls

I

dish and dish towel {Mrs. Ann Gillespie)

2 drinking glasses
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